


If you're a returning visitor or enjoying Mountain Home for the first time, it is my pleasure to
welcome you to our great community!

We hope our unique blend of historic preservation and artistic downtown scene will entice
you to explore what our community has to offer. Enjoy a meal on the patio, local shopping
and our Community Canvas murals while exploring our downtown. In 2020, we were named
Idaho's Mural Capital, with over eight blocks of alley ways painted by local artists of all ages. 

Our local amenities will keep you active and busy your entire stay. Play a round of golf at our
championship Desert Canyon Golf Course, enjoy some fresh air and get your steps in by
utilizing our 2.5 mile walking path or enjoy one of our many parks, including our world-class
newly constructed skate park!  

Rated as the second safest city in Idaho, Mountain Home is the perfect place to live, work,
play and visit! We embrace diversity and every culture in our community. We value our close
relationship with our neighbors and friends our at the Mountain Home Air Force Base. 

I truly love this city and every citizen that makes Mountain Home the community we all
know and love. I hope you too will come to love and cherish all that Mountain Home has to
offer.

Sincerely,

Mayor Rich Sykes

Welcome to
Mountain Home!



       

WELCOME TO OUR COMMUNITY
The Mountain Home News would like to be the first 

to welcome you to our wonderful community. We 
sincerely hope that whether you are here as a new 

resident, visiting family and friends, or traveling through 
our area you enjoy your stay. It's a great place to live and 
raise a family.

Because of our proximity to Mountain Home Air Force 
Base, we have many community events and activities, in 
conjunction with our military neighbors. Due to the vast 
number of ethnic and cultural groups being represented, 
we have been designated as an "international community."

If you are looking for a place to play where you live then 
our community is for you. Whether you enjoy getting the 
chance to explore different cultures, mingling with your 
neighbors at community events, or playing in the great 
outdoors, we have it all.

We like to think that we project that small-town heart 
in everything we do. It is evident in the friendly greeting 
you get when being welcomed to our neighborhoods and 
businesses and in the way, everyone comes forward to 
help whenever there is a need.

For those that are visitors, take advantage, because 
all of us that live here know that it is an outdoor paradise. 
Within 30 minutes of the city, we have lakes, rivers, trees, 
trails, dunes, canyons, and just the beauty of the great 
outdoors. The all-season availability offers something for 
the lover of winter, spring, summer, or fall. The recreational 
activities and events are there for the explorer and adven-
turer in everyone.

Whether you are here for a short time or coming to 
settle, we welcome you and hope you love it as much as 
we do.

Our economic diversity ranges from small "mom and 
pop" businesses to a major manufacturing plant. Agricul-
ture is part of the backbone of the county. Minutes from 
town you may run into a rancher moving his cattle herd to 
summer pastures or a sheepherder trailing his herd back 
to winter range. They still do everything the old-fashion 
way with horses and dogs being their most valuable as-

sets in completing their work. It is a fertile growing area 
and the crops are numerous with local farmers growing 
everything from famous Idaho Potatoes to alfalfa, corn, 
and sugar beets.

At this time we would like to thank those advertisers 
published within these pages and encourage you to shop 
local and stop by and see the treasures available in and 
around the city. There are many chances for those im-
mediate everyday needs, a unique gift, or something to 
please your palate.

Without our participating advertisers this annual Guide 
to Elmore County would not be possible. It is full of fun 
and fascinating possibilities for everyone. If you are not 
a resident of our city or surrounding towns, then you will 
quickly see why it is a great place to stop  or come back on 
a planned vacation with all the opportunities that come with 
a broad range of events and activities to please your taste. 

Whatever reason you find yourself here, enjoy your 
stay with us. We hope you enjoy our 2022 Guide to Elmore 
County, Idaho. It is a matter of great pride for all of the staff 
here at the Mountain Home News and in collaboration with 
the Mountain Home Chamber of Commerce and Christy 
Acord with the Elmore County Rural Development. Please 
accept our labor of love and share it with your family and 
friends. Visit our website at www.mountainhomenews.com.

   
   Brenda M. Fincher, Publisher
    Joy Martinez - Editor
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Welcome to Mountain Home!

The City of Mountain Home 
is a great place to live, 
work and play. Just 45 

miles east of Boise, Mountain 
Home is one of the fastest grow-
ing cities in Idaho. With a focus 
on the quality of life, infrastruc-
ture, balanced growth and main-
taining the hometown character, 
Mountain Home is the best place 
to stay and play. 

The city, established in 1883 
and later incorporated in 1946, is 
a full-service city that operates 
under the mayor and city council. 
The mayor and city council are 
both elected at large by the vot-
ing citizens of Mountain Home. 
Both positions are elected on 
a 4-year term. The Mayor of 
Mountain Home, Rich Sykes, 
was re-elected for his second 
term in 2019. The City Council 
Members of Mountain Home 
are: Becky Garvey, Brad Stokes, 
Daniel Brennan and Mike McCain. 

The mayor serves the public as 
chief executive officer responsible 
for day-to-day administration and 
implementation of city policies. 
The mayor’s office is located at 
City Hall (160 South 3rd East) 
and can be reached at 208-587-
2104. The city council meets every 
second and fourth Mondays at 
the Council Chambers located in 
City Hall. All city council meetings 
are open to the public and are live 
streamed on the City of Mountain 
Home YouTube channel: www.you-
tube.com/c/MountainHomeIdaho.

The City of Mountain Home 
has traditional departments in-
cluding police, public works, 
f inance,  human resources, 
development services and eco-
nomic development. With a focus 
on quality of life, the city also has 
a public library, parks and recre-
ation, golf course and municipal 
airport. The community’s public 
school district, Mountain Home 
School District #193 is a separate 
governmental agency, as well 
as the Urban Renewal Agency. 

Customer service is a core 
value of the employees at the 

standing volunteer-based organization 
Citizen’s on Patrol (COP) continues to 
grow with citizen involvement. For many 
community events, the City of Mountain 
Home Police Department often partner 
with the Citizens on Patrol to ensure 
public safety at events including: Spook-
tacular Trunk or Treat, parades, downtown 
festivals, and summertime events. 

The City of Mountain Home Fire De-
partment works in partnership with the 
Rural Fire Department to ensure every 
citizen in the county has an emergency re-
sponse team no matter what their location 
is. The Mountain Home Fire Department 
and Rural Fire Department are comprised 
of 35 paid on-call firefighters trained and 
ready for when disaster strikes. The fire 
department’s community involvement 
is year- around. They raise funds and 
administrate the annual Fourth of July 
firework display, one of the largest mu-
nicipal firework displays in the state. Other 
outreach involves delivering nearly 400 
handwritten letters from Santa back to the 
children of the community and hosting the 
annual “Open House” event that has ap-
proximately 1,500 people in attendance.

The Mountain Home Public Li-
brary houses a collection of over 
200,000 items for checkout, including 
books, audio books, DVDs and more!

Additional services include com-
puter workstations,  after school 
programs and weekend movies! 

For more information about the 
city, call 208-587-2104, visit moun-
tain-home.us or find us on Facebook!

city, supporting businesses and 
residents. A one-stop streamlined 
permit process allows customers 
to access permits, answers, and 
approvals. The city’s website, www.
mountain-home.us is increas-
ingly offering online options for 
licenses, payments and more. 

Continuous awards from the 
Association of Idaho Cities and the 
American Planning Association 
illustrate the city’s commitment 
to their citizens and the future 
of Mountain Home. The city al-
ways strives to bring the best to 
Mountain Home and nothing less. 

The City of Mountain Home 
Parks and Recreation plays a vital 
role in the community, by provid-
ing over 100 acres of maintained 
public parks and year-around 
opportunities for citizens. There 
are 20 parks and over 2.5 miles 
of pathways on our historical 
walking path located along the 
north end of town. To explore the 
walking path or for more infor-
mation about our parks, please 
visit: www.mountain-home.us/
departments/parks-rec/parks/.

Public safety is our number 
one priority in the community of 
Mountain Home. The City of Moun-
tain Home Police Department 
is a proactive and progressive 
agency dedicated to creating and 
maintaining a safe community 
to raise a family. The city’s long-
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Its Rodeo Time

The people of Elmore and Owyhee counties love their rodeos 
and there is a variety to choose from>

The Daniel Dopps Memorial Rodeo is a PRCA event planned 
for June at the Optimist Park Rodeo Arena in Mountain Home.  The 
event is named after a local high school rodeo star who died due to 
injuries from riding bulls in the arena, shortly after graduating high 
school and turning pro.

Pre-rodeo events kick off with a calf scramble for the younger 
cowpokes, with the main events following. Every seat in the house is 
"up close and personal" to the action going on in the arena, providing 
a great viewing experience for those who enjoy the uniquely western 
american sport of rodeo.

At the end of each night, a dance is held on the rodeo grounds for 
those who want to celebrate well into the night.

If watching the young kids learn the ropes seems like a good 
time,the Elmore County Junior Rodeo has recently expanded to a 
series. The rodeos take place at the Elmore County Fairground in July.

During fair week the adults take over the arena for an open rodeo that includes a Calcutta for the Stock Saddle 
Bronc Riding. 

If you want to see something that truly seems like it came straight out of the old west, the Bruneau Round Up is a 
rodeo that takes place in September, where both young and old compete in a variety of events that you would be hard 
pressed to find in a rodeo anywhere else including the saddle cow riding, the wild cow mugging and an old hide race in 
addition to the more traditional events.

A Myriad of cultures

People in Mountain Home and the surrounding commu-
nities relive the traditions, culture and language of the 
Basque people during the annual Basque festival each 

August. 
Held in the city's Basque Park next to the Bengeochea 

Hotel, the festival includes a traditional ethnic feast featuring 
lamb, rice and red beans. As a way to pass along the culture 
to their children, organizers host a a series of games for the 
youngsters, including sack races and games of tug-of-war. 
The evenings cultural entertainment continues with a performance by the Oinkari Dantza Taldea dance group from i.

Among the dances they perform is the Lapurdiko Makil, or stick dance, which involves moves where the dancers 
smack together short wooden staffs. Local Basques believe these moves reflect times when people beat sticks together 
to ward off evil spirits.

However, the lkurrina, or flag dance, is the one dance with the most significance because it remains an important 
symbol of the Basque people. For years, the lkurrina was banned in their native country as Spanish dictator Franscisco 
Franco tried to suppress their culture.

Home to one of the worlds oldest democracy, the Basques include approximately 3 million people living in a region 
about the size of Rhode Island nestled between France and Spain. The first Basques immigrated to the United States 
around 1860 and the first Basques coming to Mountain  Home around 1910.

Today, about 800 Basques live in the Mountain Home community, making it one of the largest communities of its 
kind outside of the Basque homeland. For years, members of this ethic group made their living herding sheep and cattle. 

 One hundred and fifty years before the appearance of white explorers the land belonged to the American Indians. 
In the early days the Shoshone - Pauite tribes lived in earthern willow and sagebrush huts on the Duck Valley Indian 
Reservation. In 1884, an effort to move the Western Shoshone to the Fort Hall Indian Reservation in Idaho (and open 
up Duck Valley lands for non-indian homesteads) was successfully resisted by the headmen of the bands.

During the 1878 Bannock War the Northern Paiute bands became allied with their kin, the Bannock tribes and sub-
sequently were sent to a a prisoner of war camp in Yakima, Washington. Upon their release, the survivors were returned 
to their homelands and the Western Shoshone Reservation was expanded for their use in 1886.

The tribal bands located at Duck Valley existed as best as they were allowed under the watchful eye of the Indian 
Agent and Indian Police. Farming and ranching is the mainstay for the people. 

~











Welcome to Glenns Ferry!

The city of Glenns Ferry lies 
along the southern edge of 
the county nestled between 

I-84 and the Snake River.  The cur-
rent population of Glenns Ferry, 
according to the 2020 Census is  
2,428 and is growing .   

Glenns Ferry has a long history 
dating back to the pioneers who 
forged the three island crossing as 
they sought a safe route across the 
Snake River and on to dreams of a 
better life.  The Three Island Cross-
ing State Park sees over 200,000 
visitors a year, and is a draw to the 
state and Elmore County.  The Inter-
pretive Center is located on state 
park grounds and offers a glimpse 
into the history of Elmore County 
and the Glenns Ferry area.  Other 
places to visit in Glenns Ferry include 
the Glenns Ferry Historical Museum, 
the Glenns Ferry Boat Docks, Glenns 
Ferry Library, and the popular Glenns 
Ferry Historical Opera Theater.   

Glenns Ferry has an active VFW  
and Auxiliary. VFW Post 3646 has 
its own Veterans Memorial Hall, 
which also serves as a community 
event center.   

The city also boasts its own Mu-
nicipal Airport and Boat Docks, both 
are frequented by sportsman and 
locals.  The quiet surroundings, lack 
of crime, close proximity to prime 
hunting and fishing, and a local golf 
course are great attractions.   

The local Three Island Senior 
Center hosts a variety of services 
for seniors and is open on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursdays for lunch.   

Desert Sage Health Center is an 
active clinic in the city, and offers 
a variety of services  ranging from 
a telehealth pharmacy to physical 
therapy to its patients.   

The median income in Glenns 
Ferry is $36,832.00.00/year, The 
median age in Glenns Ferry is 44.7 
years, with 25% of its residents 
being of workforce age.  The top 
employer in town is currently the  
Glenns Ferry School District.   

Glenns Ferry School District 192 
is a consolidated school district of 

approximately 400 students, with 
the elementary, middle, and high 
schools housed under one roof. 
The district teaches and promotes 
the PILOT WAY Core Values of Re-
spect, Responsibility, Commitment, 
and Integrity.a small district, it pro-
vides numerous opportunities to 
its students, including diverse aca-
demic courses ranging from pho-
tography, Forensic Science, Drama, 
and Ceramics to Modern Band. The 
high school also offers Idaho Digital 
Learning Alliance online courses in 
numerous subjects as well as dual 
credit options for collegiate work. 

Further, students in the district 
can fill their extracurricular passions 
through involvement in athletics 
such as soccer, football, volleyball, 
wrestling, basketball, softball, base-
ball, track, cheer, golf, and rodeo 
with additional recreation district 
sports for the younger students. 
GF students can also learn leader-
ship skills and complete community 
service projects through student 
officer positions in their classes 
and involvement in organizations 
like the National Honor Society, the 
Business Professionals of America, 
National Future Farmers of Ameri-
ca, the Future Hispanic Leaders of 
America, Science Club, the Year-
book, and drama. This unique, rural 

district feels like one big family fo-
cused on strong positive connec-
tions and successful futures for its 
young people. For more informa-
tion on Glenns Ferry Schools:www.
glennsferryschools.org 

The City of Glenns Ferry munici-
pal offices are open Monday-Thurs-
day until 5:30 pm each day.  The  city 
is run by the mayor, a city council, 
public works manager, and city em-
ployees.  City Council meetings are 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm at Glenns Ferry 
City Hall.   

Just like the wagon ruts of the 
Oregon Trail still visible around 
town, Glenns Ferry’s roots run deep.  
Glenns Ferry began as a crossing for 
pioneers, then settled as a railroad 
town for Oregon Short Line,, and still 
continues as an agricultural com-
munity.  The city is surrounded by 
rolling hills, the Snake River, and ag-
ricultural land that produces sugar 
beets, corn, onions, alfalfa, and hay 
that helps support our community.  
A Hallmark town in Idaho!  It’s worth 
the stop! www.glennsferryidaho.org 
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     Three Island Crossing State Park remains one of Idaho’s premier parks. Situated on a historical site where more than 150,000 emigrants 
crossed the Snake �iver on their way to Oregon. The Park is in �lenns �erry. 
     The Park parallels a section of river known to Oregon Trail pioneers as Three Island �ord. It was at this site on the river where traveling 
emigrants had to make a difficult decision – endure the dry rocky route on the south side of the river or risk the dangerous crossing of the 
Snake �iver that meant taking a shorter route, more pota�le water, and �etter feed for their livestock. ��out half of the emigrants chose to 
attempt the crossing, �ut not all were successful. �any of the casualties are recounted in the diaries of pioneers who made it across the river. 
     �ocated in the high desert of Idaho, visitors are often surprised to find lush grass and shady trees.  �ust four miles off I���, the park is a 
convenient rest stop for highway travelers looking for a place to camp.  �ith an a�undance of �oth native and migratory species at any given 
time of year, the park is also a �ird�watchers paradise. 
    The Park includes �� campsites, eight ca�ins and three group picnic shelters.  Ca�ins sleep up to five people and include heat, air�
conditioning with water centrally located.   �o pets are allowed in the ca�ins, cooking is done outdoors over a fire ring, or guests can �ring 
their own outdoor cookstoves, and no tents or �� units are allowed at the Ca�ins.  Si� of our Ca�ins are reserva�le year�round. 
People can make campsite reservations for visits �etween mid��arch to Octo�er �1 up to nine months in advance. �or day users or campers, 
picnic shelters offer protective cover from inclement weather or summer’s heat.  �rom �ovem�er thru mid��arch, campsites are first come 
first serve with only power availa�le, �O water services. 
     In addition to camping, the park has an 1��hole disc golf course in the day use area that covers almost �.5 acres.  �oth campers and day 
visitors that don’t have an annual Idaho Passport or State Park Pass are charged the daily $7 entry fee, which also covers daily admission to 
the Oregon Trail History and �ducation Center.  The Oregon Trail History Center is a “self�guided” museum, that covers history pertaining to 
the emigrants that traveled the Oregon Trail and the �ative �mericans that assisted them� 
 

�or more information a�out Three Island Crossing State Park and its amenities, contact the parks customer 
service center toll free at 1����������7�� or online at www.parksandrecreation.idaho.gov�parks�three�island�
crossing   �or campsite reservations, call toll free 1����������7�� or go online at 
www.idahostateparks.reserve.america.com 
 

 













Welcome to the Trinity Mountain Region
 You take Hwy 20 exit at Mountain Home and you just drive…

The Trinity Mountain Region of Elmore County is the location of the unincorporated communities of: Prairie, 
Rocky Bar, Pine, Featherville, and Atlanta. 
These unincorporated communities are 

the highlight of Elmore County offering fishing, 
hunting, water activities, snowboarding, skiing, 
hiking, and an escape into the mountains with 
your camper, or even just a car for the weekend. 
This area has grown in popularity as a favorite get 
away. Amenities such as campgrounds run by the 
US Forest Service, boat launch areas, hot springs, 
and businesses within our unincorporated com-
munities allow for a fun filled vacation.

The community of Pine/Featherville has EMS 
services, along with its very own South Fork Boise 
River Senior Center located at 350 North Pine/
Featherville Road. The center is open for lunch 
on Tuesdays at noon, and the 2nd Monday of the 
month for homemade meals and a food pantry 
from 11:00-12:30 pm.

The history of this area dates to the gold mining 
days where the communities of Rocky Bar and 
Atlanta were home to folks that moved west to 

strike it rich. These communities are still there today, 
and many of their historical sites are being restored. 
For more history information, the Mountain Home Mu-
seum is in Mountain Home and has wonderful informa-
tion of Elmore County and its beautiful history.

The population in this region varies according to 
the season. Many people own second homes and visit 
often during the spring and summer months. According 
to the 2020 census, 6,187 people live in this region, but 
that number quickly triples at the first sign of spring and 
warm temperatures. Many of these year-round residents 
operate businesses such as lodges, restaurants, and 
rentals to benefit their local area.

There are so many things to do in this area of Elmore 
County from hiking and biking along the trails to boating Photo by: Christy Acord

Photo by: J. Martinez

in the beautiful Anderson Dam Recreation area to soaking 
in the popular hot spring area at Johnsons Bridge. This 
region of Elmore County is a great escape!

Included in this area are portions of the Boise National 
Forest, the Sawtooth National Forest and portions of the 
Trinity Mountain Region. “The mountains are calling. Are 
you ready to go?”
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